
Celebration of Life 
Louise Catherine Bassett 

 
Louise Catherine Bassett was born on October 28, 1925 to the late William and Katie 
Parker in Sayreville, New Jersey. Louise was the youngest of five children: Willie Mae 
Parker-Washington, Lorena Parker, Evelyn Parker and Joseph Parker, who all were born in 
Savannah, Georgia and have predeceased her. 
 
Louise gave her life to Christ at a young age growing up in the Congregation at First 
Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens, Somerset, New Jersey.  
 
She went on to graduate from New Brunswick High School, New Brunswick, New Jersey. She 
attended Chic School for Design and after graduating, became a Tailor for Wallach’s Men’s Clothing 
Store. She would also use her Tailoring and seamstress expertise to create beautiful designs for private 
customers.   
  
Along the way the Lord saw fit for her to meet Robert Bassett Jr. whom she later married on June 6, 
1954. Through this union were born two children, Gail Lauren Bassett-Walker and Glen Bassett. 
 
Louise became the very first person in her family to attend College. She obtained an Associates Degree 
in Education at Borough of Manhattan Community College. This set a great precedent for the family, 
as she worked full time, while fulfilling her role as wife and mother.  
 
Louise was also a passionate artist.  She would frequently do freestyle sketches as well as paintings. 
She was a woman of many talents. 
 
Louise, worked as an Educator at P.S.115M and was subsequently appointed a Reading Specialist 
which she worked as until her retirement from the NYC Board of Education in 1995. She worked 
closely with children who struggled with reading and was notably effective in this role as reflected in 
the New York State Test scores for the children she worked with. She loved the children and the 
children loved her.  Her Peers had great respect for her accomplishments.  
 
Louise loved serving in the church community. Whether it was as a Sunday School teacher for the 
children, or on the choir, lending her sweet melodic soprano voice. However, Louise, was most proud 
of her role as a Deaconess, which she served alongside her husband, Deacon Robert Bassett Jr.  at File 
Chapel Baptist Church, Greater Eternal Baptist Church and Unity Baptist Church. In later years, Louise 
went on to attend True Vine World Outreach Ministries for a brief period until her health prevented 
her. She was affectionately called “Mother Bassett”  
 
Louise was truly that Proverbs 31 woman. 
 
The Lord called Louise home on Friday night, March 10, 2017. She leaves to cherish her 
memories, one daughter, Gail Bassett-Walker (Charles) and one son, Glen Bassett (Patricia), four 
grandsons; William Walker, Jared and Justin Walker(Twins), Glen Christopher Bassett; one 
granddaughter, Nakia Imani Bassett, and a host of relatives and friends.  


