
 

 

 

Dolores Elaine Nance 

Born: September 3, 1926, in Galveston, Texas 

Died:  June 28, 2015 in Pasadena, CA.   

Dolores suffered with dementia the last ten years of her life, but we suspect she had it 
far longer than was diagnosed. The little things one doesn’t think about seemed to pile up and 
become more frequent.  The hallucinations became quite pronounced when she was 
diagnosed.  Progressions to paranoia and violent outbursts, hitting, biting, screaming then 
collapsing into a heap of tears and “I’m sorry” chants, things not only the stricken do not 
understand but the family doesn’t either.   

How does a vibrant woman succumb to such a disease?   

Dolores was married to the love of her life for 66 years at the time of his death in 2011.  
She faithfully supported him through his more than twenty year career in the military; travel 
from station to station, setting up house and home for her husband and four children 
throughout a myriad of places including Hawaii, Spain, Texas, Oklahoma, Mississippi, 
Massachusetts, and Wyoming to name a few.  She consistently volunteered in Girl Scouts as 
well as Girl Guides when they lived abroad.  

Settling in Southern California when her husband retired from the Military, Dolores 
picked up on a career as a fashion buyer for small boutiques, was an avid bridge player, and 



enthusiastic volunteer for Welcome Wagon, welcoming the new residents to her town with 
gifts from various participating businesses.  

Dolores was predeceased by her only sister, Sylvia Valerie, who lived for only 10 days, 
and two of her brothers, Harry Jr. who served in the Philippians during WWII and Nils Jerry who 
earned a Purple Heart in the Korean War; her only son Kenneth Edwin who was killed in Viet 
Nam participating in Operation Babylift and her husband Harold Edwin just four years prior to 
her death. 

She is survived by her three daughters, Janice Ann, married to Ian MacMillan; Carole 
Eileen married to Terry Maxwell and Cheryl Elaine Conner.  She has 8 grandchildren, Colin 
MacMillan, married to Lauren;  Heather MacMillan Lewis, married to Will;  Rachel Conner 
Bassett, married to Stephen;  Casey Conner, engaged to Kimberly Goldberg;  Melissa Maxwell 
Baxter, married to Brian;  Scott Maxwell, Jennifer Maxwell Hernandez, married to Ruben and 
Jason Maxwell.  Dolores also has 7 great-grandchildren, Daniel and Anna Grace MacMillan; 
Dexter, Ellah and Finn Bassett; and Justine and Hernandez. Dolores is also survived by her only 
living sibling, John Rowland, married to Linda. 

Even with a weak body and failing mind, her family saw her rally and conduct herself 
with her signature grace and elegance during the events surrounding Harold’s passing.  The 
entire family has seen Dolores’ love for her family reflected in the care and devotion her 
daughters took caring for her during this time. 

There are many common themes in the stories told about Dolores – that she was a 
loving homemaker, was dedicated to her family, and had an eye for, and interest in fashion.  In 
some ways, she may have been a woman before her time in terms of her interest in fashion and 
professional interests.  She exemplified grace and elegance and helped her family towards 
those ends.  She wanted her family to be respectful and respectable. Her strong morals, great 
determination and values that included doing a job right the first time, doing all things well and 
that having pride in yourself and your accomplishments can help overcome many obstacles in 
life. She taught by example – modeling to her family the importance of not prejudging people, 
but rather treating people with respect and according to the Golden Rule. 

 

 

 

 


